
Wade Street Church  08.09.19 am 
“WE CALL – GOD PLANS” 

Proverbs 16:1,9,33;  Jeremiah 33:1-9 
 

If you were here last week, you may recall that we looked at the story in John’s Gospel about the man 

who’d been waiting thirty eight years to get into the waters of the healing spa called Bethesda, near the 

Sheep Gate in Jerusalem.  Jesus turned up one day and asked the man if he wanted to get well and we 

looked at the underlying question which he asked the man and which he asks us today – “Do you really 

want me to work?”  The question we were left to consider was whether we really want Jesus to work in 

our church.  Now, I’m assuming here that the answer to that question is “Yes”, at least from a significant 

proportion of the congregation.  If not, then the next few minutes – indeed the next few weeks here – are 

going to be a bit of a waste of time. 

 

So let’s assume, then, that we do want God to work among us here at Wade Street Church, that we want 

him to lead us on into the purposes he has for us as we worship, work and witness here at the heart of this 

city.  What’s that going to mean for us?  If you’ve been plugged into what’s happening here over the past 

two or three months, you’ll know that we’ve got to a point here we really do need God to lead us forward, 

to clarify his vision for us, to give us an idea of the strategic direction in which we are to travel together.  

Of course, we know that the bottom line of all that is that we proclaim the gospel, make disciples and give 

this community glimpses of the Kingdom of God in what we do and the way we do it.  I would think – I 

would hope – any church would be keen on that.  But how are we to work that out here and now? 

 

Over the past few months we have said goodbye to our Children’s Worker and our Senior Youth Worker.  

We have been struggling to keep our finances in credit.  We are finding it more difficult to recruit and 

retain willing volunteers.  And we have been asked about taking over the work of the local Schools’ Work 

agency.  At the same time, more and more young people are turning up during the week, the congregation 

continues to grow, and all kinds of opportunities are presenting themselves to push forward the 

boundaries of the Kingdom of God.  We do not want to be floundering around, wasting time, resources 

and energy on things that are not currently God’s will for us, not part of his plans.  We do not want to be 

content with the good, when God is offering us the chance to be involved in the best. 

 

We believe God has plans for us.  I believe there are great things just around the corner and God wants to 

bless us in all kinds of ways.  The great legacy of William Salt and the faithful saints who have prayed 

here for the two centuries since he started this church is still to be fully realised.  But we need to discover 

just what that means for the people who are now taking on that baton – for you and me.  At the prayer 

meeting last Saturday morning we read a couple of verses from the Old Testament book of Proverbs, a 

great collection of wise sayings that is always worth delving into.  And those three verses from chapter 16 



confirm that God is in charge: they’re great advice for people in situations like ours.  Let me read them to 

you from Eugene Peterson’s translation, The Message: 

“Mortals make elaborate plans, 
but God has the last word.” (16:1) 

 
We plan the way we want to live, 

but only God makes us able to live it.” (16:9) 
 

“Make your motions and cast your votes, 
but God has the final say.”  (16:33) 

 
God’s in charge and he’ll do the business for us.  But how do we find out what that business is, what his 

will is?  Well, let’s have a quick look at the situation in which the prophet Jeremiah found himself.  In the 

passage we read just now Jeremiah finds himself in a difficult situation, along with all God’s people in 

Israel and Judah.  Things are not easy and people are confused about what God is actually doing.  It 

wasn’t meant to be this way, they think.  And Jeremiah himself is under arrest, locked up in jail – 

“confined in the courtyard of the guard”.  Remember, these are people to whom God has made all kinds 

of promises in the past and whom he has chosen as the objects of his particular favour.  Why can’t they 

work out what’s going on? 

 

Well, God speaks to them.  He identifies himself as the Creator, the One who has “made the earth, 

formed it and established it”.  God put the world together and, although it seems to be broken – 

particularly in the part of it inhabited by Jeremiah and his fellow citizens – God knows how it should 

work and what’s the only way to get the best out of it.  The unstated thought behind that is that his people 

should have listened to him and not tried to do things their way.  They’d made their plans, but left God 

out of them and now they were having to face the consequences. 

 

As those words from Proverbs suggest, we can plan all we like, but it’s God who has the final say, if 

we’re prepared to listen for him.  He created us and called us.  He knows what’s what and we need to 

accept that, because he’s not only Creator, he is also Lord, as he tells Jeremiah.  Common sense should 

tell us that if we want to move forward in the very best way possible we should follow the Maker’s 

instructions, we should do as God says.  Following those instructions means acknowledging God as Lord 

of our lives, Lord of our church.  It means submitting to his will and accepting – sometimes, perhaps 

reluctantly – that he is the Boss.  We need to be obedient to the promptings of his Holy Spirit.  That’s 

why we are engaging in  this exercise, seeking God’s will together – so that we can, if you like, confirm 

what we’ve heard by our unity in seeking and hearing the Lord.  He knows and has already planned what 

will happen, so we need to consult him about it.  It’s all very well making our plans, setting out our 

schemes, drawing up our programmes, but it’s God who is really in charge. 

 



So that’s the first thing to do – acknowledge his ultimate Lordship and seek the help of his Holy Spirit.  

That’s what Jeremiah is told next: “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable 

things you do not know.”  Or, as The Message puts it: “I’ll tell you marvellous and wondrous things you 

could never figure out on your own.”.  If you remember, those of you who were there, that’s what we as 

leaders had to admit at the last Church Meeting – we’re in a situation where we cannot figure it out on our 

own.  We need to work together and we need to seek God and his ways.  That theme runs through this 

prophecy of Jeremiah – indeed, throughout the whole of the books of the Prophets, the whole Old 

Testament, the whole Bible.  Look at what God says to Jeremiah in Jeremiah 29:13 – “You will seek me 

and find me when you seek me with all your heart.”  Or, in a different, but equally confusing context, 

what God says to Solomon in 2 Chronicles 7:14 – “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble 

themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and 

I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”  And, as Paul says very succinctly in 2 Thessalonians 

5:17, “Pray continually”. 

 

We need to be crying out for God to lead us, to show us his will and his way.  That’s why we asked the 

church back in July to pray in a very focussed way towards this, why the next Church Meeting (on 

Tuesday) and the Church Weekend in October need to be soaked in the prayers of the saints.  Please pray 

– personally day by day, in your prayer triplets and with your prayer partners, in house groups and prayer 

meetings – call out to our Creator God, the Lord of all, to make his will known to us. 

 

Because he will.  In Jeremiah 29:11, one of those hugely encouraging verses of the Bible to which we so 

often turn for a sense of assurance, God says: “For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  His plans are always for our good – which 

why I said earlier on I believe there are great things on the horizon for us.  They involve renewal and 

restoration, blessing and joy, as Jeremiah is told in the reading we had this morning: “I will cleanse them 

from all the sin they have committed against me and will forgive all their sins of rebellion against me” 

(33:8).  If we truly seek God’s will, if we are serious about following where he leads, if we really do want 

Jesus to work among us, then we can look forward to enjoying, as he puts it here, “abundant prosperity 

and peace”(33:9b). 

 

And the underlying thought in all of this is that it will ultimately be for God’s glory.  People will look and 

see what God has done for his people and conclude that he must be an amazing God.  Jesus himself says 

that in The Sermon on the Mount, doesn’t he?  He calls his followers to be “salt and light” in the world, 

to stand out as examples of good living and righteous attitudes – not so that people will say what great 

people they are, what a great place Wade Street Church is, but so that “they may see your good deeds and 

praise your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).  Look how he puts it in these words to Jeremiah “Then 



this city will bring me renown, joy, praise and honour before all nations on earth that hear of all the good 

things I do for it; and they will be in awe and will tremble at the abundant prosperity and peace I provide 

for it” (33:9).  God wants us to seek and to follow his will not just so that we benefit – although, of 

course, we do – but so that he is glorified and so that other people are pointed towards him.  As I say, God 

has great things is store for us here and that is not just so that we are blessed and built up, but so that this 

community, this city is blessed and transformed, so that other people see how great it is to be a follower 

of Jesus.  It is so that our experience might be like that of the Jewish people to whom Zechariah was 

preaching when he said: “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘In those days [of blessing] ten people 

from all languages and nations will take firm hold of one Jew by the hem of his robe and say, “Let us go 

with you, because we have heard that God is with you”’” (Zechariah 8:23). 

 

Jeremiah was in a specific situation in space and time.  The details are different from ours here and now, 

but the general principles are the same.  God responds to us as he did to his people then who were 

struggling to work out where they were going.  He is the Creator – he knows best what is good for us.  

We are to acknowledge him as Lord and commit ourselves to following his ways with obedience.  To 

discover what those ways are we need together to pray earnestly and urgently.  Then we can look forward 

to his answers, to an outpouring of his blessings on us in such a way that not just ourselves but those 

around us will be filled with awe and wonder and give God the glory. 

 

  



“WE CALL – GOD PLANS” 
Proverbs 16:1,9,33;  Jeremiah 33:1-9 

 
We believe God has plans for us.  But we need to discover just what that means for us.  Look at 
Proverbs 16:1,9,33.  God’s in charge but how do we find out what his will is?  In this passage Jeremiah 
finds himself in a difficult situation, along with all God’s people in Israel and Judah.  Things are not easy 
and people are confused about what God is actually doing. 
 
God speaks to them.  He identifies himself as the Creator, he knows how this world should work and 
what’s the only way to get the best out of it.  He knows what’s what and we need to accept that, 
because he’s not only Creator, he is also Lord, as he tells Jeremiah.  Common sense should tell us that if 
we want to move forward in the very best way possible we should follow the Maker’s instructions, we 
should do as God says.  Following those instructions means acknowledging God as Lord of our lives, 
Lord of our church.  It means submitting to his will and accepting – sometimes, perhaps reluctantly – 
that he is the Boss.  We need to be obedient to the promptings of his Holy Spirit. 
 
So that’s the first thing to do – acknowledge his ultimate Lordship and seek the help of his Holy Spirit.  
That’s what Jeremiah is told next: “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable 
things you do not know.”   We need to work together and we need to seek God and his ways.  Look at 
Jeremiah 29:13, 2 Chronicles 7:14, 2 Thessalonians 5:17. 
 
We need to be crying out for God to lead us, to show us his will and his way.  Because he will.  Look at 
Jeremiah 29:11.  His plans involve renewal and restoration, blessing and joy, as Jeremiah is told in 33:8.  
If we truly seek God’s will, if we are serious about following where he leads, if we really do want Jesus 
to work among us, then we can look forward to enjoying, as he puts it here, “abundant prosperity and 
peace”(33:9b). 
 
And the underlying thought in all of this is that it will ultimately be for God’s glory.  People will look and 
see what God has done for his people and conclude that he must be an amazing God.  Look at Matthew 
5:16 and Jeremiah 33:9.  God wants us to seek and to follow his will not just so that we benefit – 
although, of course, we do – but so that he is glorified and so that other people are pointed towards 
him.  Look at Zechariah 8:23. 
 
Jeremiah was in a specific situation in space and time.  The details are different from ours here and 
now, but the general principles are the same.  God responds to us as he did to his people then who 
were struggling to work out where they were going.  He is the Creator – he knows best what is good for 
us.  We are to acknowledge him as Lord and commit ourselves to following his ways with obedience.  To 
discover what those ways are we need together to pray earnestly and urgently.  Then we can look 
forward to his answers, to an outpouring of his blessings on us in such a way that not just ourselves but 
those around us will be filled with awe and wonder and give God the glory. 
 

For reflection and discussion 
 

1) Why do you think God doesn’t show us immediately what his will is?  Or maybe he does but we 
cannot see it? 

 
2) What difference does it make acknowledging that God is the Creator of this world? 
 
3) How can we truly show that we accept Jesus as Lord in the life of our church? 
 
4) In what ways might we experience “abundant prosperity and peace”(33:9b) here?  How might that 

affect the wider community? 
 
5) Have you had any thoughts yet about the direction of the church? 
 
6) Take some time to pray together about the process of refreshing the church’s vision. 



 
 


